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warfare. The old fortified cities, incapable now of resistance,
have lost their military role as defenders of the frontier. Nothing
is of value now but intrenched camps, centres of supplies de-
fended by a circle of detached forts. The use of great masses
of soldiers, rendered impossible by quick-firing guns and shells,
has given place to the manoeuvre of isolated sharpshooters, who
shelter themselves behind such cover as the field of action affords.

There has as yet been no experience to show the effect of this
revolution in the art of war;* military men themselves cannot
imagine what a ^ar would be between two great European
powers. But the idea of it is so frightful that it is enough to
keep every government from taking the responsibility of it. The
progress of the art pi war has made war so hideous that no one
dares to bring it on. The chemistry of explosives has worked
in favour of peace.

In domestic policy the new arms have assured to the govern-
ments an irresistible force. No insurrection can be improvised
now with chance weapons or by plundering the gunshops. A
battle is impossible between sporting guns and military guns;
no barricade can resist the new cannon. It is surely not a mere
coincidence that revolutions and insurrections, so frequent in
Europe until 1848, should have entirely ceased since the trans-
formation in arms. A German socialist, Bebel, gave this ex-
planation in 1890: "I have already told what the result of a
revolution would be, carried on by 200,000 men at most, in this
epoch of repeating guns and Maxim cannon; we should be mis-
erably shot down like sparrows."

There is no longer any way to overturn a legal government,
not even to defend a constitution against the executive power.
The civil population has lost its only effective means of resist-
ance to abuse of power by the government.

The art of revolutionary attempts has also been transformed
by explosives. The old-fashioned " infernal machine," such as
that used against Louis Philippe, has been replaced by dynamite
bombs (Tsar Alexander in 1881). These terrifying methods
have given isolated individuals a means of forcing public atten-
tion and taking on the appearance of a party; they have not
added to the real power of the revolutionary parties, and have

*The transformation was only just beginning at the time of the Franco-
Prussian War in 1870. The Russo-Turkish War of 1877 and the Servo-
Bulgarian War of 1885 employed only semi-Etaropean armies, ill trained
*&d ill equipped.